OLD ANANDIANS GROUP OF 99 – MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 26th JULY 2009, 9.30 P.M. AT THE COLLEGE AUDIO VISUAL UNIT
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M. G. D. Indika
- The President of the Group, Dr. Pramodh Chandrasinghe Chaired the meeting.

- The meeting commenced with the observance of Pansil, 1-minute silence in honour of fallen heroes and the recitation of the College anthem.

- Welcome speech: The President delivered the welcome speech and highlighted the agenda for the rest of the meeting. He mentioned that the purpose of calling for a General Meeting was to issue Membership Cards, officially launch the Group web site, appoint a sub-committee to organise the annual get-together and also to review the progress made so far.

- Adoption of Minutes: The Secretary of the Group, Shashika Ranasinghe read the Minutes of the AGM held on 8th April 2009. The Minutes were proposed by Chaturanga Ranasinghe and seconded by Tharindu Weligodapola. The Secretary invited the President to address the audience once again.

Highlights of the President’s speech:

- The President mentioned that the purposes of the Group were to,


1. Pay tribute to the Mother Ananda, for all she has given us.   

2. Enhance the interaction via better communication networks amongst the Group members

He also mentioned the following:

- Membership cards could be collected during the course of the day 

- More support was needed from members to add features to our Group website, which was currently handled by Ranga & Dushantha and that the support of a graphic designer was required urgently. He also mentioned that Mahinju, Wenura, Shaminda & Gayan had made monetary contributions, which was of utmost importance to cover web hosting costs of around USD 60 per annum

- The Group had been assigned an Agent Code by Janashakthi, for which a commission of 9% of the premium would be credited to our Group A/C, when ever a payment is made accordingly.

- A sub-committee should be formed from amongst the other members to organise a get-together towards the end of the year 

- Participation for the big-match should be increased significantly. 

- The 99 Batch was special since it was the inaugural primary batch of Ananda College. 

- The Membership should be increased further and each and every member should allocate a minimum of 3 days every year for the Group, to attend its AGM, annual get-together and the last day (Sunday) of the Big-match.

The President at this juncture invited Past-President Tarinda Wickramasinghe to address the audience.

Highlights of the Past-President’s speech:

Tarinda mentioned that he was glad to see the large gathering.

He also mentioned the following:

- The Group belongs to all members and required a collective effort from all members to sustain its activities. All members should allocate time for the Group.

- The attendance at the inaugural AGM was around 100 and it gradually declined.

- Some of the activities undertaken by the Group in the past 

1. Earned a net profit of around Rs. 8,000 – 10,000 from the stall that was bought at the last carnival of the school.

2. A contribution of Rs. 10,000 was made in aid of the construction of Kularatna Hall. Principal was happy to hear that all tickets allocated for the Group were sold at such a short period of time.

3. Contacts amongst members of the 99 Group was established.

At the conclusion of the Past-President’s speech, the Secretary invited the incumbent Treasurer to address the audience. 

Highlights of the Treasurer’s speech:

- The opening balance of the Group A/C maintained at Sampath Bank was around Rs. 44,000, net of all payments and receipts for the stall at the carnival and the proposed musical show, which had to be abandoned.

- The purpose of forming the 99 Group was not to make a profit oriented club, but to contribute for the betterment of our Alma Mater.    

- Prevailing economic conditions might make it challenging to find sponsors for future events.

- Contributions from overseas members, who represent around 30% of the membership base, should be requested if possible. They have already contributed in excess of Rs. 10,000 for the development of the Group website. 

- Tarinda, Rasara & Buddhika’s idea to obtain an Agent Code from an Insurance Company and obtain Commission Income for Vehicle Insurance policies arranged through the Group was implemented, with obtaining the Code AGE 34721 from Janashakthi Insurance.

- Buddhika had volunteered to act as an Agent, free of charge, to help canvass insurance policies.

- The Group should try and explore possibilities of rolling out the policy to outsiders as well.

- Buddhika (contact number: 0727884987, 0718001225) could guarantee that existing policy holders could get some reduction in their annual premiums payable to Janashakthi, if they take up this new offer.

- Possibilities of additional fund raising projects should be sought.

- Main OBA Membership form, along with all required documents and signatures could be submitted with the Membership Fee of Rs. 2,500/=. Group Membership could be obtained for a fee of Rs. 600/=.

At the completion of the Treasurer’s speech, the President invited Ranga & Dushantha to launch the official Group web site, www.ananda99.org 

As Ranga and Dushantha demonstrated, the following are some of the features, either currently available or proposed, pertaining to the website.

1. Field-wise (employment-wise search for Members)

2. A provision to update profiles of Members, via the “contact us” link

3. E-mail ideas and suggestions to administrator@ananda99.org 

4. Upload pictures to “picture gallery”

The President once again reiterated that more support & expertise was required from Members, particularly in the area of web-designing. 

At the completion of the demonstration of the Group website, the President requested the audience to present any suggestions they might have, which was of significance to the Group.

The following proposals were presented by the audience.

1. Gotabhaya proposed for a sports tournament to be organised by the Group, as a Fund Raising Project. However, the Committee suggested that prior approval should be obtained from the Main OBA, for such an event.

2. Rangana proposed that most, if not all printing jobs, of the College could be accepted by the Group for which a mark up of 30%, above the cost could be charged.

3. Tarinda proposed to rollout the Janashakthi Agent Agreement to other Groups, including the Main OBA, on a commission sharing arrangement.

The Committee decided to take up these suggestions for further discussion at forthcoming Committee Meetings.
The following Members volunteered to be part of the sub-committee that was formed, with the objective of organising the annual get-together. 

Akalanka, Sandaruwan, Sumudu, Malin, Melanga, Moditha, Nirodha, Devapriya

The sub-committee would receive the full backing of the Executive Committee. 

Akalanka and Tarinda proposed that it would be more convenient to have the get-together in November, as a night function.

A probable location which belongs to Asela, was tentatively selected.

- The Secretary concluded the meeting with his vote of thanks and invited all members for refreshments and the fellowship.

Shashika Ranasinghe
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